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NEWS FOR YOU Color of Money

Beginning with the $20 bill, the United
States government introduced new

design and security features that should
make currency harder to counterfeit. 

The new $20 bill displays subtle
background colors of blue, peach and
green. Different background colors will
be used on each denomination. Color-
shifting ink changes the number 20 in
the lower right corner from green to
copper when the bill is tilted up and down.

A plastic security thread embedded in
the left side of the bill contains the words
“USA TWENTY” and a tiny flag. On the right
side, a watermark image of Andrew
Jackson is woven into the paper. Holding
the currency up to the light allows you to
see the security thread and watermark.

As part of an ongoing effort to protect
the economy, the Federal Reserve System
and the Department of the Treasury plan to
introduce new currency designs every 7 to
10 years. You can expect a new $50 bill in
2004 and a new $100 bill in 2005.

Retirement Savings

When it comes to planning a secure future,
saving for retirement is essential. There are

many investments available to help you build a
comfortable retirement fund, including SDCCU® IRAs. 

SDCCU offers members a secure investment
alternative. All SDCCU IRAs are federally insured,
so you’ll never lose money. And you know exactly
how much your investment earns with guaranteed
dividends. As an added benefit of retirement
savings, contributions made to your IRA by April 15,
2004 may be deductible on your 2003 tax return.*

For a limited time, you can open a Rate Jump IRA
Certificate. This special IRA Certificate comes with a great
rate that’s locked in for a full 11-month term and a unique “jump” feature. If rates
rise, you can choose to have your rate “jump” to a higher rate one time during the
certificate’s initial term.** 

You can open a new IRA, transfer funds from an existing IRA into your SDCCU
IRA or rollover funds from your employer’s 401k. It’s a secure way to save for
retirement. 

* Consult your tax advisor.
** Offer valid January 15 - April 30, 2004 on our 11-month IRA Certificate. Higher rate applies to 

balance from the date Rate Jump option is exercised. Certain restrictions apply. Call for details.

It’s Taxing

If you are still considering a New Year’s resolution,
why not resolve to be prepared for tax time? These

suggestions will ease you into this taxing process.
Employers and investment institutions are

required to mail tax related forms by the end of
January. If you moved during 2003, change your

address with your bank, stockbroker and employer to
ensure that you

receive important tax
documents. You can
print your SDCCU
1098s and 1099s for
2003 directly from Internet Branch. Simply log onto
Internet Branch and select View Tax Forms from the

Inquiries menu.
Tax documents and receipts should be

organized into separate envelopes by form or allowable
deduction, such as W-2s, 1098s, 1099s, medical expenses, moving

expenses and charitable contributions. Use this envelope system
throughout the year to be ready for your 2004 tax return.

If you plan to do your own taxes this year, remember that SDCCU
provides Quicken® TurboTax® for the WebSM at a discounted price. A link will be
available on our website by mid-January. With some planning and a few mouse
clicks, tax time could be relatively organized.

TurboTax for the Web is a service mark and Quicken and TurboTax are registered trademarks of Intuit
Inc., used with permission.

Click. Click. Paid. 

Paying monthly bills is really that easy
with Bill Payer Plus. Now you can

enjoy the added convenience of online
bill payment at no charge. Beginning in
January, Bill Payer Plus is free for
members who receive E-Statements and
have either Direct Deposit or a $5,000
combined savings balance.

With Bill Payer Plus, you select the
payment date. That’s the date your

payment is received and
the date funds are

withdrawn from your
account. This is a
feature exclusive
to SDCCU’s
online bill

payment service
that you won’t find with other services. 

Once payees are added to your Bill
Payer Plus account, it takes less than
five minutes a month to pay all your
bills. It’s so easy to use that you’ll never
miss buying stamps or licking envelopes.
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Holiday Schedule
SDCCU offices will be closed to observe:
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day—January 19
President’s Day—February 16

Branches with Saturday hours will be open on
January 17 and February 14. Remember, you can
use over 17,000 free ATMs nationwide or Internet
Branch at sdccu.com anytime, day or night.

Annual Meeting Agenda
SDCCU’s Annual Meeting will be held Monday,
January 26 at 4 p.m. at our Administrative
Office, 6545 Sequence Drive. The meeting
agenda includes signing of the attendance
roster; call to order and roll call;
announcement by Secretary of the number of
voting members, members present and
proxies; approval of the Minutes of the Annual
Meeting of January 27, 2003; Reports of the
Chairman, Treasurer and Supervisory
Committee; nomination and election of the
Board of Directors and Supervisory Committee;
motion to ratify the official acts of the Board
of Directors, Credit Committee and Supervisory
Committee; motion to expel from credit union
membership those persons whose loans have
been charged off; new business; old business
and adjournment.

Community Relations
MS Walk—March 13 & 14
Take a stroll for a great cause. Join SDCCU
and the San Diego Chapter of the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society for the San Diego
County Credit Union
MS Walk 2004 on
Saturday, March 13 at
Legoland in Carlsbad
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. or
Sunday, March 14 at
Embarcadero/Seaport
Village in downtown
San Diego from 7:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. We’re
proud to support the MS Society of San Diego
as the Title Sponsor of this event. To make a
donation or sponsor a walker, go to mswalk.com.

For more information about upcoming events,
visit sdccu.com and click Community Relations. 

FRAUD

Something for Everyone

Each time you refer a friend or family member to SDCCU between January 15
and March 31, 2004, you will be eligible to

receive $25 in your account.
There’s something for everyone at

SDCCU! Your friends will enjoy our low
loan rates, and you will earn extra
spending money. Watch your mailbox for
special instructions and coupons to hand out
to all of your friends.

Safe Thinking

Safe Deposit Boxes provide protection for important
documents and family heirlooms that would be

difficult to replace if lost in a fire or taken from your home.

Safe Deposit Boxes are available to rent at ten SDCCU branch locations, including
Carlsbad, EastLake, El Cajon, Encinitas, Escondido Civic Center, La Jolla Colony/UC,
Point Loma, San Marcos, Santee and Temecula.

Check the Authenticity

Counterfeit Cashier’s Checks are showing up across the country. Protect yourself
from fraud with these simple tips.

Verify the check. When you receive a Cashier’s Check, immediately contact the
issuing bank or credit union to verify the check’s authenticity. Many counterfeit checks
use the name of a legitimate bank or credit union and even the correct routing
codes. You should confirm the check number, amount of the check and name of the
person to whom the check was issued. 

Accept exact payment. Never accept a Cashier’s Check for an amount
greater than the purchase price. In recent scams, the buyer provides payment with
a Cashier’s Check that is greater than the purchase price. The seller is asked to
return the extra money, usually thousands of dollars, to the buyer. Unfortunately,
the transfer of funds back to the buyer is complete before the check clears the
Federal Reserve Check Clearing System. Although the error may be a genuine
mistake, it could also be a scam.

Hold the merchandise. You should not give merchandise to the buyer until
you have verified that the Cashier’s Check is legitimate.

• Coin and stamp collections 
• Contracts and agreements 
• Copyrights and original text
• Household inventory

• Jewelry
• Marriage certificate
• Stock or bond certificates
• Treasured photos or negatives

Financial Check Up

You know the importance of eating right, exercising regularly and seeing
your doctor. Staying healthy takes work. So does maintaining your financial

health. With the New Year just beginning, now is a good time to review your financial goals.
Review or start a household budget. A budget will help you achieve your

financial goals. If you are spending too much and saving too little, gain control of
spending habits by tracking expenses and eliminating unnecessary expenditures. 

Save for the unexpected. A savings cushion of three to six months’ salary can
ease life’s uncertainties. Be sure to include a savings plan in your monthly budget.
The increasing balance in your savings account is a great motivator.

Check your credit report. You should review your credit report annually and
correct errors immediately. There is no reason to worry about credit problems when
you’re applying for a home loan. It’s easy to purchase and view your credit report
online, go to our website at sdccu.com and click the Get Your Credit Report link.

Plan a secure retirement. Do you know how much you need to save for
retirement? SDCCU provides several retirement calculators at sdccu.com. Your
financial advisor can evaluate your current investment strategy and make
recommendations to realign your portfolio as changes occur in your life.


